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SOCIETY NEWS BY David Gray

1. Next Meeting - December 6th, 8 p.m. at the museum.
M"The Use and Development of Plows”

The - speaker for the evening will be Mr. George Nicholson of Ramsayville,
a specialist in agricultural technology at the National Museum of
Science and Technology. His talk will include information on plaws
manufactured in our townshlp and will be 1llustrated w1th slldes.

New members, guests, and visitors are all welcome.

2. New Publications
NOw avallable at the miseum or by ma11:

{1} Springhill Ceémetery - $6.50

(2) An Barly Ontario Harvest - Receipts from the Southeastern
Counties - collected by Alice M. T. Dow - $6.00

»

2. Upgrading of the museum building

Thanks to-a generous offer from one of our founding members, the-
renovation and upgrading of our museum is finally underway.
Elizabeth has volunteered to donate to the society, the- cost of
ingtalling a new insulated wall with smaller, triplepane w1ndows on
the north side of the museum. This will be an important flrst step,
and will make the-coming winter mich more comfortable for our
research activities.

As we progress with the upgrading of the museum, we will need the
the help of more members; both to maintain the ongoing research into
cur township history and the care and growth of our collectlans, and
to help in the plannlng and the agtual work of the renovations.

Both the museum committee and the historical committee will be-
looking for volunteers this winter. Save some time for us!

MUSEUM NOTES

1., Metcalfe Fair

The prize for the best eﬁtry in‘the_clasé sponsored by our soclety
went to Nancy Dixon of Edwards who displayed an excellent collection
of old tin utensils which would have been used in a kitchen whlle

making cookies "the way Grandma did!"

The raffle of the hand-made quilt donated to us by Alice Craig was a
great success. At the time of the draw at the fair, we had
collected a total of $577.00! Thanks to Alice and all those who
bought and sold the tickets. Shirley Lowe of Manotick was the Tucky
winner. :

2, Certificate Awarded

Qur curator, Viviane Shorev, has now completed the eight prescribed
courszes in Museclogy after 2% vears of part-time studies. She was
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awarded her "Certificate in Basic Museum Studies" at the Ontario
Museums Association meeting in Kingston in October. The musewm will
benefit greatly from her knowledge of museum techniques and reguire—
ments, especially in these times when funding for any museum is hard
to obtain.

What is a Museum? - By Viviane Shorey

If asked that guestion, a lot of people would answer that a museum

is a dark, musty, old building, full of dull, old stuff lying arcund,
and with no one very certain what it is, or why it's there at all.

In many cases they would be vight. But museums these days are trying
to get away from that image and I am sure that some of you have seen
interesting and colourful displays telling of the wonders of nature
and the story of people with courage and vision, enterprise and
talent.

"A museum in its simplest form, consists of a building to house:
collections of objects for inspiration, study and enjoyment," that
is the definition given by the-late Allen Douglas,’ dlrector of the
Royal Scottlsb Museum.

Museums_have a long hlstoryi stretching back into the past to the.
great civilizations of Greece and Rome and the Far East. In Japan
can be found what ig believed to be the oldest museum in the world,
dating to the 8th century. In BEurope in the middle ages, the monas—
teries and churches all had collections of relics and precious manu-
scripts decorated with silver and gold. But all these museums were
only for the study and enjoyment of the privileged few. ' It was only
in the late 17th century that some museums opened their doors to the

public.

People love te collect things, and eventually some of these collect-
ions make their way into a museum. If you are lucky enough and vour
collection valuable enough, vou might even have the collectlons
named after you!l

Now, we have museums. of all kinds. There are natural science: museums,
art museums, history museums, museums of sScience and technology,‘
botanical,garden anéd zoos {ves, they are museums) , and then there

are hundreds of specialized museums, such as stamp museuns, money
museums., Wool museums, lace museums, costume museuns, and museuns

specializing in games, marine history, or woodworking. I even know
of a potatc museum!

A museum has to decide what to colliect. It cannot collect everything
and anythlng, ‘bécause it would soon yuh out of space and end up look-

flng like a run-down community attic or flea market, with plenty of
dust‘and ‘dead flies into the bargalh. Nor should a museum be in the

business ©of providing Lree storage for- people who have things thEV
cannot bear tb throw away. s

The other day, somecne with his tongue in cheek also said, "a museum
is a repository of curiousities that more often than not includes
the directors!®

And what about our museum? The Osgoode Tovnship Museum is a local
history museum devoted to telling the story of the development of
the township and of the hardworking and enterprlslng people who made
it all possible. - ‘A noted museologist, Dr., Guthe, said it this way:

* "The local history museum has the unigue: privilege and responsibility

of serving as the tangible exprs55¢on ‘of the living memory of +he
community, by giving its citizens the opportunity to see and under—
stand the objects that once played 'a part in.its past experiences.”

"
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Names of People and Location of Placés: By Katie Campbell
' Isobel Lewis
A Part of our Township History Michael Daley

Osgoode Centre

Once a busy corner because a cheese factory was located there. It
is located one mile south and one and one quatrter miles west of Kenmore,
on the ninth line two and one half miles east of Spring Hill,

The Tenth Line

The tenth line stretches from south of Kenmore to Edwards. Many
prosperous. farms and attractive homesites can be viewed from the Tenth

Line.

The Osgoode Swamp

The Osgoode Swamp separated Vernon from the eastern part of the
township, until it was drained. Several hundred acres of swamp and
beaver meadows extended from Spring Hill Rocad o the South Castor.

Kemnedy's Corner

Several Kennedy families from Perthshire settled in the Vernon area
in the mid-1800's. Two brothers, James and David Kennedy cleared their
farms one mile north of Vernon at the Dalmeny Crossroads (7 the con.}.

James was a carpenter, David a blacksmith. As the lane on three
corners belonged to the Kennedy's, it was natural to refer o the turn-
off from our earliest main road to Ottawa - as Kennedy’s Corner. The
road to the east always passed letween James Kennedy's house and barn.
Interesting toc, was the sturdy brick Baptist church in the south-east

acre of his farm and just to the north was a "drill shed" built to
train soldiers to defend against the Fenians. These two buildings are
icng gone and the Kennedy name is no longer associated with that busy
corner of Highway 31 and Regional Roéad 4, '

Snake Island

How Snake Island got its name. As a matter of fact, there was no
island. It was a case of a ridge of high land surrounded by swamp. When
the Irish came to the Island in the 1830's, they called it Snake Island
because of the large population of snakes in varying sizes. But strange
to say the Irish had not been long on the Island before the snakes took
their departure.

The Island area was settled by the Devereaux, Brannik, Coleman,
Leahy, Tobin, Mantle, McCabe, Herbert, Mingue and Dooley Families.

Descendants of the first Devereaux family still remain in the area.

Herbert Corner (Scamps Corner) '

Herbert Corner is situnated just north of Enpiskerry, at the inter-
section of Regicnal Rd. 25 {the 0ld Prescott Road) and the Con Rd. between
lots 15 and 16, Con. 3. .

My Great Great Grandparenis, Patrick Herbert, bormn 1784 Co. Sligo,
Ireland, his wife Bridget, born 1738, arrived in Osgoode Township in the
vear 1837, with three children, all born in Ireland; Michael, Thomas,
and Catherine. They-settied on lot 6, Con. 3. Two more children were
born in the township.

Sept. 24; 1862, Patrick acguired lot 15, Con. 3 from Florilla Jones
and ten years later deeded the W % tc son James and E % to son Michael,
with whom he continued +oc live. In 1867 son Patrick received from his
father, the deed for W % lot 22, Con. 5, 100 acres. On July 10, 1876,
Patrick Jr,, his wife Ann McKay, sold ! acre on the N-W corner on lot
23, Con. 5 for 31.00 #o the Trustees of School Section #14, for the
erection of a new school. The agreement was signed by John Tobin, John
Coleman, Patrick McCabe, in the pressence of Thomas Deverix.

March 12, 1876, son Michael, his wife Ellen Nash, living on E % lot
15, Con. 3, sold one half acre of land on the S-E corner to School



Section #4 for §35.00 for the erection of a new school to replace the old
~one on 1ot 15, Cowi. 4. . The agreement was signed by Andrew Doyle, Patrick
0! Brien; and James Herbert. For many. years 1t was krown as Herbert School.
| . Countiéss numbers of young men and women left that one room school house
to find their way of life as farmers, *aachers, nurses, politicians,
reiigious, etc. Many travelled to far off places.

.In 1959-60 a new and modern class room was added to the old school
to accommodate -the increase in population in the area. In 1967-68 due to
the amalgamatlng of all small schools, bussing children to larger schools
came into being. The school was used by the Public School Board for a
fow months and then was recpened by the Separate School Board and contin-
ged to be used until 1980, for home economics and wood work. In Sept.
1580, the Communpity Christian School Association rented the school and
continue to use it with 35 to 40 children in attendance. For over 100
vears children have received their early education, have laughed and
rlayed, and continue to do so at the school at Herberts Corner.

TEe Post Office at Herberts Corner was established the ist of November,

12 ‘Michael Herbert was Post Master from 1-11-1904 to 8-4- ~31214, when it
was closé& for rural delivery. James Herbert delivered the mail from
Herberts Corner to the Railway Station (Osgoode), 1-6-1905 to 1-7-1909;

F. J. McEvoy 1-7-1909 to 16-10-1912; George Ken 16-10~1812 to 8-4-1914..

The 1863 map of Osgoode Township show the inhabitamtsas the families
of P.. Herbert, John Daley, A. Doyle, 5. Doyle, P. Shanahan., and Ed Daniel,
and the school house situated on the S-W corner of the N [ of iot 15, Con. 4.

Today there are 15 residences, a two room school and one portable
class room, plus a well kept Jewish Cemetery, in. those same lots 15 and 16
in 3rd and 4th concessions. ’

o

Notes of Interest The village of Kenmore was named by the McLarens after .
the village Df’Kénmore in Perthshire, Scetiand, from which they came.

Friday, January 7, 1881, Municipal Election in Osgoode Township
Reeve, Ira Morgan; Deputy Reeve, R. Cleland; Second Deputy, James Whlteszde,
Counciliors Duncan Kemnedy and James Herbert.

February 28, 1881 - 25 box cars were being loaded at Osgoode Station.'
with hay and grain for western Canada.

In the late 1850°s and early 60°'s Osgoode Township, in common with the
whole Ottawa district, used to be visited by tea smugglers from the United
States. At that time there was a heavy duty en tea and the sale of Smuggleé
tea was a very proiitable occupation. It could be kought much cheaper from
the smugglers than in the stores. There were many brushes between the smugglers
and government inspectors, but with faster horses they always managed to escape.
Sometimes when chased, the smugglers would turn into a farmers yard and then
there would be a scurry to unload the tea out of the back of the buggy and hide
it in the bush, all before the inspector got on the scene. Helping the
smugglers gave the farmers gquite a kick. ‘ i

Some Stordies Worth Telling Twice A story told by Patrick Dewan. This story
narrates what is probably the greatest Ealloween trick ever pulled Off in this
rart of the County, at least. In the early 1870's, south of Metealfe villace,
Halloween fell on a Friday that year and the farmer who was the victim, had in-
tended to start to town very early Saturday morning, so as to arrive on Byward
market by six o'clock or earlier. On the karn flocr he had a wagon locaded with
100 bushels (in bags) of oats all ready to hitch the horses te. That night at if
ofeclock, after the farmer was in bed and sound asleep, a large crowd of hﬁsgg
young men arrived by pre-arrangement at the barhn. With thém, they had a ccuple
of wrenches, ropes apnd all necessary eguipment for what they'intended to do. Th
ladder they wanted was already at the side of the barn. Then, with well planned
orecision, they proceeded to take the wheels off the wagon. .. Next, some of the
voung mer mounted the barn roof and the wagon, ‘without the wheels, was pullied io
the top of the barn and balanced on the ridge cap. Then, the wheels were haulad
up and placed back on the wagon. Next, the oats was hauled up and placed back on
the wagon also. Tbc barn door was then shut, as it had been found and the con-
spirators went away. ' In their operations, they had been helped by the Fact that
the barn was well back from the house and the noise of the operation was not heazd.
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In due time, the farmer was at the barn with his team ready to start. His
surprise can be Imagined, but it was not till daylight that he discovered whai had
happened. As the farmer had to hire to help get the load down, it can be assumed

bat the conspirators kept very mum. Mr. Dewan made it clear that he was not ..ne of
those presant.



