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80 S8EW CLUB OF VERNON

Front row: ief to right: Jean Stewart, Orma Acres, Allison
Campbel {leader), Betiv Acres, Phyilis Aores,

27 Row: Edith Kennedy, Efleen Acres, Alta Kennady,
Evelvn Campbell, Loma Carkner, Nelda Carkner, Lois
Porteous

Back row: Marian Lee, Winnie Poole, Thelma McDonaid,
Geraidine Acres

Absent: Elaine Crowder, Francis Acres, & Leora Boyd

Led by Mrs. Alison Campbell the “So Saw Club”
provided young ladies of Vemon fo get togsther and
have fun white learning about health and beauty and
how fo sew. The ciub had opening and closing songs,
roll call, iesson plans and officers. They met at esch
others homes and had their picture taken on June 5%,
1843, the afterncon of the first mesting.

Found in Wornen’s instituie Collection, Varnon Branch

THE KELLY HOUSE

ow do we approach the story of a house, whai is
‘ an appropriste metaphor? Ships are womean,

*God biess her and aill who sail In her®. What
about airplanss? The Encla Gay (bearer of desth 1o
Japan) was named after 2 woman. Does a house need
tw have & human form? After i it is literally bricks and
mortar. Let's ieave the quest for the slusive comparative
ard visit the Kelly House. The story of this house is
iretrievably entwined with the story of one family.

The home was built in 1880 by Patrick Kelly, son
of William Kelly and Margaret Kiffovie of Co. Kilkenny,
Irefand. Palrick was married to Catherine McEvoy,
daughter of John McEvoy and Anastia Powers of the
Prescott Road. Are the names aione making you think of
having & Guinness? Weall there are more {o come.

William Kelly {Patrick’s father) obtained the
origing! desd o the land on Movemnber 7, 1850 from the
*Canade Company” which was established according to
the deed by * His Majesty King George the Fourth to
gramt certain lands in the Province of Upper Canada’.
For the sum of seventy two pounds William was grantad
title v 142 sores. Wilian's last will and testament dated
January 31, 1870 ieft the property to Patrick along with =
those cows of mine at Edmond McEvoys since the year
1864, together with all my personal properiy”. Not that it
has 1o do with the story of the house, bui interestingly the
will continues: "2, | bequest fo David Kelly the morigags
{ hold for thirteeny hundred doltars. 3% | bequest to my
daughter Mary the sum of five shilings”. Now | don't
know the rate of conversion — but does it sound to you
itike he Hied the boys better?

Patrick had the home built on the properiy by
Stephen Doyle and Solomon Mussell (indsed the
distinctive brick work with beige flashes accenting
windows arxi doors, was known as “Mussel's teeth.} The
famify story that hes besn passed down is that when the
exterior was finished, Patrick offered the men room and
board for the winter — and their iobacco - If they would
finish the interior.

The house ifseif is Victorian in styls, red brick
with a decorstive corice or gingerbread gracing the
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reofline and the porches on the North and West sides of
the buliding.

Come on in. Cead Mille Faifie. When you enter
the front door you are immediately confronted with a
swircase ieading to the second fioor. On yourieftis a
kiichen {once & parior only used for wakes and
weddings). To your right is a dining room stiflt containing
the original wainscoting. Behind the staircase is & smalk
room {gnce & bedroom, now a bathroom) and 2 door
leading to a iarge living room (once a summer kitchen). A
sunroom has been added io the South side of the house
where there once was a porch that was destroved by a
fire in 1967. Fortunately the fire was contained by the
tocal volunteer fire department from the village of
Osgoode and the house was saved.

i you walk back to the front door and take the
staircase you cannot help admiring the hand-made
raffing and pickets. The curving piece of railing at the top
of the stairs is made out of a single piece of wood said to
have been whitlied by Stephen Doyle. The second floor
has four bedrooms, an ensuite bathroom and 2 powdsr
room. There once were seven bedrooms, but some walls
have been removed in the interest of making the larger
spaces that we fie to have in our homes now. Al the end
of the upsiairs haliway is a beautiful French window, &
charming architectural detall, which looks down over the
front iewn and the filacs.

Let's go back and see whet the pecple who built
this house and their descendants are doing. Patrick and
Catherine had a family of 10 boys and 3 giris (wefl that
explains the need for so meny bedrooms). Patrick died
on March 8, 1807 {oops missed the St. Patrick’s Day
parly that year). PatriciCs widow, his son Ned and
daughter Mary Anne lived on in the house.

Mary Anne obviously wanted to puli her own
weight and became postmistress, operating the post
office two days a week from the house. The mail was
dropped from the train that ran behind the house.
Qutgoing mail was hung on a wooden pest near the track
so that that the baggage handier could reach out with a
long pole and get the mail without the train actually
stopping. Apparently, the way {o get the train to stop was
io place the bag at such a distance that the baggage
man would miss it. Then the train would have to stop and
back up allowing passengers o board.

It 1812 rural mail delivery was started from
Gsgoode and Mary Anne no longer had a job. Not to
woiry. In 1815 she marred Martin Reardon and they
lived in the house untit 1843. Having no children they
sold the house to thelr nephew Lambert Keily. Lambert in
tum soid it to his cousin Reginaid Kelly in 1947, Reginald

contd. next pg
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THE KELLY HOUSE CONTD

was the son of Frank Kelly, one of Palrick’s 13 chiidren
s¢ he was in fact buying his grandiather's houss.
Raginaid and his wife Joan Graham raised seven
children here and sold the homa to thelr daughter Susan
i 1885,

S0 we have the trail, Wilam, Palrick, Mary,
Anne, Lambert, Reginald, Susan. The only time the deed
has not been held in the Keilly name is from 1815 unid
1243 when it is in Martin Reardor’s neme {buf ws know i
was Mary Anne’s family homs).

Mow that we have the dascription of the house,
and the names of the owner's are we any nearer fo the
essance of this housa? Perhaps the house doesny't nesd
te ba a she or 2 he. The iong canneciion batween one
family and ons house is rare, but it is real The house
stands, beautif, nostalgic, historic. A reminder of the
Irish immigrands, but not a museun. i is 8 wel-loved
friend o is residents and & connection (o af of the Kelly
famity members who visit every June for their picniz. The
house is smiling.

Susan Kelly April 17, 2005 compiled with assistance from
Michae! Daley, Osgocde Historian and The William Kally
Story by Lome Kelly.

FROM THE WEBMASTER

You: can find Ancestors that served with Nelson
in the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 This database contains
the names of 18,000-pius individuals who fought in Lord
Nelson's fleet in the famous battle of 21 Oclober 1805, 1
inciudes Roval Navy commissicned and warrant officers,
ratings, supemurmeraries, and Royal Marines. Thege
participants were not only British — many were bom in
various continents and couniries, including Africa,
America, Wast Indies, India, and mosi counfries in
Europs.
nftp:fiwww. nationalarchives. gov. ukfrefaloarancestors!

FIER 21: CANADA'S IMIMIGRATION

Pier 21 was Canada's 'front door' to ovér s
miliion; immigrants, wartime avacuees, refugees, froops,
war brides and their chiidren. This enriched Canads’s
social and cultural landscape and uplified the very soui of
a nation forever.

Fier 21, a National Historic Site, has been
iransformed into & testament to Canada’s profoundiy
emational immigration experisnce. The sheer impact of
the interactive displays, virtual projections and
abundance of fascinating images i simply
overwhelming.

Hailifax’s Pier 21 opened in 1828 and closed in
1871. Throughout these years passed:

1 miillion immigrants

100,600 displaced persons and refugees

50,000 war brides and their 22,000 children

3,000 British evacuee children, escaping the ravages of
war at home 494,000 Canagdian troops bound for Europe
during World War K.

hitp/fwvww. pier21.ca/2id=2457

Piar21 ca is a place where you can teave information for
future generations. The Library/Resource Centre at Pler
21 Is coflecting stories from people that have been peart of
Pier 21. If you immigrated to Canada and first step foot in
Canada at Pier 21 then they would love io hear from you.
Also, if you were in the senvices during the Second World
War and ieft for Europe from Piar 21 or retumed from
European battlefields to Pier 21, they would love to hear
your stories. They are likewise very interested in hearing
any siories from past employees or volunteers that once
helped so many Canadians at Fier 21. Ali of vour stories
are valuable and they would love to have them for their
collection. Forms can be picked up in person at the
canire of you can go onlins to

hita e pisrsd calMd=2487

1911 CENSUS RECORDS

Library and Archives Canada has received the official
transfer of the 1811 census records from Statislics
{anada. Scanned images of the 1811 Nalional Census
of Canada are now oniine and accessible at
hito/hwww. coflectionscanada cafarchivianet/ 181 1index-
e himi

Thaniks also io lan E Wiison, Librarian and Archivist of
Canada and the stff at Library end Archives Canada for
their hard work in putiing thess vahiable records online.
Voluntears wil now begin indaxing these records,

CANADIAN GENEALOGY CENTRE
htto: ey nenealooy oo oa/

One year after putting the Caenadian Genealogy Cenire
cnling, Library and Archives Canada offers 2 new varsion
of the Centre in regponss o the needs of its users, The
Centre refiects the complete integraiion of genealogical
content from the fonmer Webh sites of the National
Archives of Canada, the National Library of Canads and
he Canadian Genealogy Centre. All pages have been
updaied and reconfigured. The Canadian Genealogy
Centre s also a single window providing electronic
access to geneslogical resources in Canada,

Doug Hughes

PAGE FROM THE PAST
submitted by Michael Daley

An excerpt from an Otlawa paper during the 1860s it
seems that West Cerlion was a little hothed of
counterfeiing activly.

Charles Bucidey of Huntley was arrested in December
1867 along with the Tierney Family at their farm on the
border between Goulbom and Nepean Township about
one mile from the Richrmond Road. Acting on a tip from a
concerned Sparks Street merchant, suthorities foliowed
the Tierney daughter as she passet courderfait
American half doliars to unsuspecting merchants about
town. An arrest warrant was issued and six officers
dispatched to the Tiemey home. Acsording to
newspaper reports # took the officers 4 houwrs 1o travel
the appraximately 26 kilorneters (o thelr destination,
Upon arrival, they surmoumded the house, gainer
sntrance and found a sophisticated and sizable operation
for making counterfeits. They refrieved moulds used o
cast courterfeit American half dollars and British
shiliings, a lathe to smooth down the edges, plating
equipment and hundreds of counterfeit haif doflars
already prepared in ten doliars packages ready for
distribution. An alarm had been rigged out of a smah bel
and cord that could be pulled to wam workers in the
"coining room” to be quiet if someons should anfer the
house.

The above articie was derived from a presentation to the
Osgootde Township Historical Society at our monthiy
meeting July 5, by Pawul S. Berry, Chief Curator, National
Currency Coflection of the Currency Museum.

e

Michael Daley - Question - do any of you have any info
on the above event? Mr. Berny informed me that there
was guite @ write up in one of the Oftawa papers at that
time. Question - | wander if (uh, uh) my Great Great,
Aunt Bricdget Mash was Involved, as she marrisd Jobn
Tierney Feb. 27, 1854, son of Timothy Tiermey and Effen
Watiers.
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MUSEUM RAMBLINGS

Submitied by James Stevenson

Sponsorad by the Communfly Foundations of
Ottawa, two sessions of the Artifact Therapy program
were completed in July and August. The first session
presented artifacts with 4 short talk about the jocal
churches and a second session deall with the local fairs.
Boih sessions ware well rocsived with a capacity crowd
of seniors showing up to padicipates in the event The
Usgonds Township Care Centre siaff have been very
supportive and they encoursge the seniors 1o attend.

Summer i5 coming to an and and so too is owr
summer student's contract. Jenn (Lake) has besn very
busy doing research, designing and fabricating
interpretaihve pansgls for the Agriculiurat Musaum. Over
e past two months she has completed exhibiis on ihe
oot cheese makers, carpenters, cobblers and
biacksmiths that resided in Osgoode Township over the
iast one hundred pius years. In addition to her exhibit
duties she has been busy entering the dats from the
catalogue cards info the computer and organizing the
family fies,

Exhibits in Main Museum buiiding;

"Year of the Veteran" remembering the Veterans of
Osgoocde Township, on untii December 2005;

*150 vears of Trade and Commerce™, Celebration of the
160th Anniversary of the City Of Ottawa and the Ottawe -
Usgoode cominercial relationship.

“Living in Osgoode Towngship”, an exhibit of furnishings
and household goods used in the Township during t

last 100 years. '

“the War of 1812 " October to December, an exhibit
irom the Ontario Provinclal Archives

Up Coming Activities

August 285 to 28, Chesterville Fair - farm machinery and
modei display

Ssptember 6th, Monthly meeting with speaker John
Willis on the rural postal service

September 8th - 11th, Russell Fair

September 17th, Pionser Days at the Metcalfe Farmer’s
Market

September 24 & 25" - OTSM will participation &t the
Britieh isles Family History Seciety of Greater Ottawa -
Fall Conference 2005 and 305 Wellington St. Ottawa
Seplernber 20th io Oct 2nd, Metcalie Fair

October 4ih, monthly meeting with speakers Louise
Demers-Moore & Eric Moore on the Lanark Historica!
Society

November 1% - monthiy meeting

November 8 - Veterans Reception and Mermaoria!
Service at the museum

December 8" - Lighting of the Trees by the Vernon
Greening Commities - refreshments & camis.
December - Children’s Christmas program

IN SEARCH OF
THEIR ROOTS

if anyone has information
and would like {o share,

please contagt the s N,
museum to contact these AR S S
researchers. Tel: (613)821-4062 or oths@magma.ca or

visit the website st www magmea.cai~oths

¥Lesah Truscott is requesting soms help or guidance on
the Duncan MoDiarmid {son of John MeDisrmid and
Mary Currie) connections.

*Beverly Pyle, Re: Photos of Springhili Cemetery,
MCARTHUR

25
i

#Duncan MeAdthur b 1804, d 1881, Helen Mciaren b
1808, d 1887, Son Daniel McArthur 4 1878, Donald
McaArthur d 1208

%.James A (Sandy) MacDonaid, macsonia@iieius net
wanied transiation of the Archibaid McDonnell's Land
Grant for résearch puposs. He would ike any
information on the lawsuit that resulted in Archibaid
loging his land.

kAlex Jones, researching Osgbade Village; looking for
information on the village for publication in: the Osgoode
Village book

#iesie Grauer is looking for information on tha Carson
family; John and Mary of Gloucaster Township.
wgorsuer@shaw,ca

it MeCormick and Darlene (McCormick) Groves, is
ssaking information on the McCormick/ Sheldrick
famities.

*¥Ken Wood, esearching the Loney family

*¥Ron Lane, looking for information on the birth dates of
members of Gideon Lane family, blacksmith in Metcalfe.

¥Shiriey Alexander is ssarching for information on the
Waddei family of Osgoode Township.

*¥Sharorn Mulr is looiking for informaiion on the Roberison
and Cheney families, Marveivilis,

#¥Cathy Harrison is doing research on the Osgoode
Village Post Office for their anniversary. She would like
any photes of the old post office and or telaied items.

*Laurie Nash is looking for information on Thomas
Brigas Johnson, relative of Noble Johnsen as fisted in
the pubiication “Pioneer Families of Osgoode Township”

MEDICINE THE GOOD OLD DAYS

A Doctor in Upper Canadz could not expeact
much in the way of payment in the Isfter part of the 180
sentury. If the Doctor got & bag of oats, a quantity of
fiour, & few [bs of bacon, part of a quarter of beef or even
a bunch of shingles, he was not abashed. His fees were
low and money was rergly seen.

Ether had been in use since 1841 for surgical
interverdions with limited success. it was fliammabie, had
an unpieasant smell and tended to initate the lungs.
However among coflege students eiher was the
marjuana of the day. Students attended parties cafied
“Ether Frolics” where sniffing it was a popular pastime. A
Chilorofonm discovery soon after had some
mprovernents but & wasn't untilt 1842 that anesthesia
becams a true science,

in the 1880s, Smalipox was carrying off
Canada’s new immigrants. The worst epidemic
ocourrence was in Montrea in 1885, Nearly a century
sarier Jenner had mads hs hous cowpox iransfer and
uitimate vaccination against smalipox. He also hat more
case histories to prove its efficacy but st smalipox
ravaged the country for nesrly a century without
deterrent. in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, the
vaccinated German army lost 297 men to smalipox the
unvaccinated ensmy who fosf 20,000,

1928 was the year Fieming made the chance
discovery of peniciliin. Purifying, and isolating of it took
iilt 1938. It was stk 1941 baefore hurnan trials began.

From - Rogues, Rebels & Geniuses - Doneld Jack {auth}
Ann Leighton-Kyle
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Ford of Classic Autes

ast year we were pleased = the relstive sucosss of

Pionser Day i spite of the fact that it was all but

rained out. Some hearly and faithful fans came out
and it was & fine social event and raised some funds.

This year however, with some changes,
additions and the full cooperation of ths wesather, we had
an ungualified success both as a fundraiser and a social
event. We hope to continue to develop and expand this
event for 2008 and beyond.

We had our usuai participation of very interesting
aniique and vintage cars, frucks, tractors and ecuipment.
This year we reintroduced dash plagues for our
participants. Demonsirations and displays inclidad
spinning, weaving and quilting in the museum snd metaj
working, dairy, rare breeds, toys, smali engines and
antique househoid implements about the grounds.

The Strawberry Sccial was heid cutdoors under
large tents. This proved very popular and we will attempt
to continue this practice in the future.

The music was provided by the Rightesus Few
who had participated in previous years’ Pioneer Days.
As usual, their performance and their spirit were
excelient and delighted their audience.

The Kids’ Tent was parficularly successthd this
year with the addition of the train rides provided by Jim
Davis from B & H 1GA, Kemptvilte. Kim Bonsl and
friends provided animal tarot readings and spirit catchers
and Eda van der Linden donated the woaden models for
the children to paint.

M.P., Pierrs Poiltevre and Councillor, City of
Ottawa, Doug Thompson were in aitendance. They
seemsd to enjoy the event and many people appreciated
the opporiunity to have a word with them.

We would iike to thank the City of Ottawa and
our other sponsors, especially A.J's Catering, Rochon's
Bemmy Farm, B & H L.G.A in Kemptville and Beveridges
1.G.AIn Osgoode. And a special thank you to the mary
pecple who loaned, donated and volunteared, because
this event could not be heid without them, ‘We hope to
ses you July 26" 2006 for our 30" Annual Pioneer Day.

Russell Johnston, Chair of Program Convening
Committes & Vice President

CHEESE MAKING IN OSGCODE TOWNSHIP
contributed by Jenn Lake

omunercial cheese making bagan in Ontario in the

1880s in response to crowing market in the U.S,

because of the Civit War. The first cheese factory
in Cariston Cournty was buiit in North Gower Villags in
1867.

On farms, the l2st night's mik wouid be heoated it
to the temperaiure of the moming's milk and chesse was
made from that Factories too would receive shipments
of milk in the moming and evening which was all stored
together to keep R af the same temperature.

The first step in chease making was to collect
the renmet {first stomach of a suckling calf, removed,

Counzilor Doug Thompson and E. Banks in the 1830 Mode! A

emptied, washed and soaked in a biine soiution for
approxdmately 12 hours). A small amount of rennst was
added fo milk to curdie it, and afier 20-30 minules curds
formed and the whey began to separais. A curd cutter
would be used {o break the curd into smaii cubss, which
would aliow for the proper amount of whey o be drainsd
off _

Curds were put back
into the cusdd tub, stived with
the curd rake and salt added.
They were put info 2 mould,
covered with chessecloth and
thern pud nto & press under low
pressure. The chesse was
tumed s rubbed to
encourage the draining process. Sideen hours later it
was salted & wrapped in clotiz ic prevent bulging or
breaking. Cheesse was flipped every 1-2 hours for two
days and the whey continued to drain. When the cheese
wasg firm enough, i was umed ot onto a salling tray &
put in wooden hoops for ageing. A coat of whitewash
was sometimes brushed on to keep files cut

The first cheese presses had large levars and
stone weighis that had io be fifted to rubfsal the cheesse.
Smalier presses usad in homes had a thin gylindar 1°
deap and &° in diameter, perforated, with a movesble lid
on egeh end,

Cheese production has bacome more
mechanized and uses modern materials but the originat
procasses are st used.

Cheese Factoties in Osgoode Township - 1938

Eactory Name Location Owner/Proprictor
#38 Mapie Ridge Golden Valiey
212 White Globe #2 Vemon Herb Taylor, Hwy 31 N
of ¥Yemon
32 E W. No 16 Kenmore Wiliiam Eager
413 North Osgoode £2 Edwards, R.R. #2
M. A. Momison
442 Baimeade Osgoode Station  J.D. McPhail
E70 Metealfs Metezlfe 4.0 MecPhatl
633 Ceniral Station Metcalie
733 Hiliview Marionville
773 Gordon Modet Gsgoode R.R. #2 Herbert
Taylor, SW % of Lot 35 Con 4
812 Gresly Manotick R.R. #2
AE. Rogers Lei6Cons
822 North Branch Edwards, R.R. #1 Dougal
Phair, 10" Line, Kenmore
&85 Alpine QOsgoode Station
M.E. Ronan
901 Maple Grove #1 (8.E) Osgoode Station
LA, Lindsay
943 MoPhai Marvehdlle
Marvelville Marvelville Wiliiam Eager

8y 1985, none of these existed
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FALL FAIRS

arty fai fairs in Upper Canada was a competition

hetwesn the exhibition of kvestock, produce and

machinery for prize meney. Fairs were sponsored

by the Agricultural Society whose main air was
improvement. 1t was the general view at pre-
Confederation that agricuiture was basic to all weelthina
society. The first Fall Fair Exhibifion was held In Toronte
in 1846 which then rotated to other citfes to make it
accessibie {0 fTarmers all over the provincs. In 1851,
Sept 24,25,25 & was in Brockville; in 1885 0Oct 11 and 12
&t Glengarry Couniy ; in 1868 Dundas County Sept 27,
and 28, in 1862 Edwardsburg Oct 14; in 1868 - Matilda
Agricuttural Sociely Sept 22

Fairs were held on wesk days, the cbssrvancs of
the Sabbath preciuded. Another incantive was the
respect gained from other farmers for having the best in
arimal or producse. At the same time that they promoted
agricutiure, they were also a wall aitended sodial event.
Peopie traveled great distances to atiend. in towns
where the Fair were held, decorations were iavish 1o add
{o the festivities. Admission is listed in “The Canadian
Farmer”, Nov 1, 1885 at 12 ¥ cents.  Prizes offered in
this issue were $20 for the best iron piough and $10 for
the best wooden pidugh. Consider at the fime that hired
men made 50 - 75 cents a day, mill workers $1.00 1w
$1.25 a day, such a prize was congiderabie.

Locally the Agriculiural Society rotated the fairs
betwaen Gloucsster, Osgocde, Russell and Cumberiand
In 1886. Osgoode’s turn came in 18684 and was held in
Rossiter, (now Greely). Meicalfe decided to hold their
own fair, but i was not until 1912 that the name was
changed to Metcalfe Agricuftural Society. Admission
charpes were added in 1870. The society was able o
get use of the new Drill Hal which was used for Ladies
exhibits. Fust land was purchased in 1874, 140, and then
later ancther 6.5 acres. The large Fair buiiding which
was construcied it 1875 with & band stand and four
gavel ends, was destroyed by fire 15 years later. Todays
Agrieuftural Hall was censtructed in 1891, The Kiwarnds
Ciub of Otaws ioinsd up with the socisly o produce &
fine Fair in 1848 giving awsy a new Oldsmobile as first
prize. Successfully recognized, the Fair was elevated fo
“B” staius anc extended to 3 days.

Ann Leighton-Kyle

STUDENT/L.OCUM REPORT

It's nearing the end of summer, the weather is
changing and | am remindead of the days in elementary
school when the teacher would have each siudent wiile
a report on "What | Did This Summer”. Thinking back to
what | actually did do this surmmer, | am hoth impressed
and surprised at what | managed 1o accomplish in two
and a haif short months.

| began this job with the understanding that |
woulid select, resegrch and mierpret ariifacts in the
Agricuttural Buiiding {aka The Barn) and create visitor-
Triendly information pansis that would be on display with
the ariifacts. As | had just completed a project in school
where | created an originat but hypothetical exhibition, |
felt somewhat confident that | could get the iob done with
time to spare.

What no schooling could ever prepare ma for
was the “actual museum experience”; Meeting the
people who fived through the times | was researching,
hearing the stories as visiiers shared their
remembrances, ieaming about Gsgoode township, its
setliers and current residents (Thanks to Coreen for the
interesting stories), discovering inexpensive yet creative
ways to mount a display that they never taught us In

Exhibition class {for exampie, using Melamine §he§ving
as panel substrate), and figuring out how to paint the
eniire Archivas room in fwo days (Kudos to Angela for
spearheading that one, and thanks to Geoff Tor moving
tha heavy stuff for us).

The total sum of the projects | have
accomplished this summer are as follows: Artifact
research and amaigamation of information; the creation
of a sat of temporary interpretive panets which were up in
fime for Pitnear Day; creation of permanent panels
which will reside in the bam; compietion of research for
panals which will eventually be erectad in the exhibit
galiery in the South raom; organization of the Charch
records and creation of an index for use by ressarchers,
creation of an index for the School files, the painting of
the Elizabeth Stevens Stuar! Hislory Room with Angela
Barkiey and Geoff Hume; horticultural work at the front
and rear of the bullding; the creation of classification
cards for arifects accessioned 2002-2003; and the
transcription of over 1250 dassificstion cards onto CO-
BW. | also sat on the Planning Commitise and
pariicipated in the avenis of OTHS &1F's 26™ Annuai
Picnear Day, scid pubfications, assisted researchars with
the material In the archives and genealogica! research,
gave tours of the Agricufiural Building, packed artifacts
for slorage, created artifact labels for interpretive
purpases, did administrative work, monitored the
environmentsl conditions in the buiiding and recorded the
data taice daily.

The psople | have worked with, be they staff,
Board members, volunisers or visitors, have generafly
been friendly, patient and more then helpful, | leamed
quite & bit from my time here, and 'd like io thank
evaryone who helpes {o make my experience & valusble
and educational one.

Jenn ieke
e

We say goodbye to Angela Barkley who left her position
at the museumn this August afier four years of service.
Angela was particularly skilied In administrative work and
evenis planning. She will be missed by members snd
visitors,

James Sievenson

RACOONS IN YOUR CORN

When your sweet com is about ready to eat or freezs for
later use, just soak old rags with kerosene and lay the
rags in e rows every 20 feet. The racoons will not
bother the com.

Taken from “Wife Savers” compliments of your Case Tractor
Degier. Submittet; by £da van der Linden
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Wilkes Orchestra February 1952

left o right: Jean Wikes- tumpet, CHff Wilkes -Banjo, Roy Porlgous - sax, Peter Crerar - drums, Audrey Crerar - plano

The foliowing is a trbute {0 the men and wamen who made their mark in develpping & village and communily in Osgooas

Township

CLIFFORD WILKES

in 1922, this young man amived in Vemon. Bom
Aprii 12, 1900 at Maxvile, Onterio. At the age of one, he
had a serious fall while leaming to waik. He used
crutches until the age of 16. His parents took him to
NMontreal fo the Royal Victoria Hospital where his
disiocated knee cap from his eariier fall was committed to
surgery. As we knew CHf, he walked witha brece and a
gimpy step for the rest of his life.

This did not hold him down. in 1922 on his
arrivat &t Vemon, he set up a barber shop and was
known to have come with & violin, scissors, clippers,
brush and comb and his cicthing. His barber shop
became a “shop and confectionary store” iocsted about
the centre of the village and on the west sids of
Dominicn Street, {ater fo become Highway 31.

He met and married & schooi teacher, Hilda
Feek of Newington. They ived 2t the back of the barber
shop building. She gave up teaching after a difficul? birth
when Eideen was bom. At her doctor's recommendation,
they had no cther family. At age nine, Eileen died during
tonsil surgery In the doctor’s office, a reaciion to
angesthetic. Hilda and CH in their ioss, felt it necessary
1o fry io have another child. Jsan amived in 1834 and
later Bob was bom in 1836. They were a family agsin.

in the years prior to WW Ui, CHf had & band and
played for receptions, Saturday night gathetings, eic.
Same of the boys went into the war and so for six years
those musical talents were taken up,

He put up tents and a coricession stand af the
Fali Fairs. They sold hot dogs, cokes, ice cream cones
and Hilda’s bean burgers. No meat to spare in wertims -
thus bean burgers. Jean relates her mother's concem
that she and Bob not fafl into the coke cooler and drown,
&s they were filled with ice and water. Erwin Duncan
recails, as will many other young folk from Vemon while
helping at the Fair events that these were fun times.

After the war it was more music again and
parliss. The planc player was &is Kinnaird, Watiace
Bowman plaved “the bones,” Walter Hammi plaved sax,
CHiff on viclin , and others as necessary filled in too. Cliff
piayed the fiddle, banjo and stand-up bass guitar and
even leamed the doubie bass hom in the Russell Band.

He suggested that some of the youngsiers who
were s inclined {e come with him in his big biue Buick to
Russeli. There was a brass bard and other instrumeants
wers welcomed to Russelt o study under Bill Findlayson,
iLe. Saxes, claninets, rombones, etc.

In 1851-82, lan Crerar playad in a smait band
with Ciiff, Jean and Bob Witkes. Later Audrey Crerar on
pianoc and Peter Crerar on drums. Glen Cochrane, Roy
Poriecus played sax, Eldred Duguette with banjo or
piano and Floyd Cochvane on trumpst. The above, at

diferent imes played with CEF or “Barber CIif" as he
was known. Sometimes they piayed for Bam Dances or
at the infamous Lighthouse (Osgooade) in summer or for
weadding receptions, etc. Many matches were started at
these fun-filed events. 1an recalls Cliff's favorite
humbers as: "Sweet Georgia Brown”® and his Home
Waltz was “My Dear”® | recafl “Tzana, Tzang, Tzang” as
a number he playad with his group at the Presbyterian
Sirawberry Social.

Cliff was the church treasurer at the Osgoods
Presbyteran Church (Vemon) and attended raguiarly.
His family helped count the money and recorded the
same with their mother's help. Cemstery Decorstion
Services required outdaer music and Ormond and other
cemeteries found his group playing during the services,
“Abide With Me,” "Rock of Ages™ and many other
favorites were sung on those days. His choics of music
supply stores in Ottawa was Frad Boddington's later to
become Gervals. He sent his proteges there too.

Another of Cliffs interests was ihe locai ball
games. Shop closed and off he went and many lads got
free cokes after the game. Hair cuts were 50 cants, with
some before the 1850°s at 35 cents. The typicat barber
shop was the newspaper of the community. CHf kept
pictures of the inkerman Rockets and Isaac Duncan's
twing’ pictures on the shop wall,

He went to the World's Fair in New York City ane
year. That was a big hit for him and hs naver
complained of the brace and leg, he kept moving along
to get things done.

Bud Raistrick recalis when visiting his
grandparents, the Andersons in Vermnon, he wauld get the
Coionial Coach Bus at Cliff s and for 25 cents, he
traveled back home to Winchester.

Cliff s daughier Jean, went to Ottawa Teachers
College as well as did his son Bob. Hilda was no doubt,
pleased having teaching as her forte too.  Jean married
Jim Efis in 1859, Her father had his suit bought bt he
took sick and died twe weeks befare, and was buried in
that suil. Bob married in a few years to Geraldine Day,
daughter of Mr ang Mrs Eamer Day of Comwali. Bob
continued to teach in that area and now both he and jean
reside int Comwall.

I tater years, Hilda manied George Dombroski.
She enjoyed teaching and always had a love for the
children in her classes.

Well, CIifi, you encouraged many young peopie
to davelop their skills and use their talents whether in
sports or music, A small vikage of 135 peopie knew you
well it those years and you helped io devalop &
whoiesome community... Restwell, dear friend.

Bette Crerar
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