Agricultural Museum, Vernon, Ontario

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

As this will be the last newsletter for 1993 and the end
of my first year as president, 1 want 1o extend my
gratitude to all you valued readers who have faithfully
retained your memberships and those of you have
become new members. | also want to thank our
directors and committee members for their confidencs
in me as their new skipper. it has been a pleasure
working with them.

We have had a very gratifying year with such activities
as Heritage Day, a good crowd attended considering
the blustery snow storm that day. lan Crerar gave us
a very informative talk on operating an Apiary.

Canada Day was also rewarding and the local ladies
had a bake sale which helped with our much needed
funding. Our Pioneer Day was also well received by
the community. Another one of our highlights was the
release of the Historical Society’s newest publications,
"Growing Up on the Castor River" by Allison Dempsey.
A special thank you to David Gray for his research on
the project. On September, we paid tribute to those
military personnel who gave their lives to the cause
during the span of 2 world wars, by unveiling a
cenotaph in their honour. It was erected and is proudly
displayed in front of our historical museum. Thanks to
the efforts of the Osgoode Branch of the Royal
.Canadian Legion, we had good representation from the
federal level as well as municipal. We gratefully thank
all who participated and attended.

Hopefully with your loyal support, we can merge into
a new year with optimism. Let me wish you a very
happy Christmas with your loved ones.

Murray Little

THETQUT'CENSUS

In our previous newsletter Elizabeth Stuart explained
the condition of the 1901 Census Records and the
work required to extract the information we require for
our archives. This has been finished and we now have
a readable copy, but providing an index remains to be
done.

With 4,800 names {approximately 950 families} the
sraditional method of typing the information on index
cards would be impractical with our limited resources
and the obvious solution which can provide a hard copy
and which can be altered to allow for proof-reading
corrections. Such a system must then be capable of
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sorting the entries into alphabetic order, printing the
data and also printing an index of surnames. The
ccapability exists within the community, but the
amount of work involved is quite formidable.

We would welcome any suggestions from our readers
which may expedite the publication of this very
interesting and valuable record.

In the interim, anyone who has a need for the census
information may certainly examine our transcribed
records, but should expect that a certain amount of
digging may be required.

submitted by Bob Usher
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The first Remembrance Day service at the new
cenotaph, in front of the museum in Vernon was well
attended. The Osgoode Legion Branch 589, conducted
the service followed by refreshments served in the
museum by our members.

Mrs. Joan (Hyland) Franklin of Ottawa has made
several visits to the museum this year. She is
researching the family of John Hyland and Jane
Waddell. They lived on Lot 7, Con. 7, Osgoode
Township. Any information en this family would be
appreciated and can be sent to the Society.

The following material has recently been donated;
{1} Photos and negatives of Osgoode Township
schools, a newsletter from 1939, Short Course Class
held in Metcalfe, an additional b copies of "150 Years
St. Catherine’s” by Jim Rowan of Metcalfe {2} Photos
of New York Central Railway Station, Bernie
Campbell’s store (both in Edwards), framed photocopy
of an article regarding the closing of the N.Y.C. Railway
in 1957 by Margaret Jean Allen, Edwards. (3} Will of
James Logan, report of an Abstract of Title in the
centre part of Lot 28, Con. 1, Twp. of Osgoode by
Doreen Porteous, Osgoode. (4) A number of fiction and
school text books by Floyd Fisher, Ormond.

Thanks to all of our donors, the archival material is
steadily increasing.

submitted by Donna Bowen
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William Morgan, brother of Ira, lived on the north side
of Victoria street, west of Harry Iveson’s Harness
Shaop. He served the community in various ways. An
episode occurring in his family experiences, 1 often
heard related in my home and also by other early
residents, one of them being Russell Bilair. The story
went somewhat like this;

The family was smitten by a scourge of some such
contagious disease as black diphtheria or smallpox and
in those days quarantining was the mode of treatment
to curtail the spread in the community. Mr. Andrew
Imlay and my father took turns in putting food supplies
on door steps. Such needs were relayed through a
window by Mr. Morgan to either of these men. One
day they learned that Mrs. Morgan was a victim of the
dread disease. How to pursue burial was her
husband’s problem. Several days passed by but no
undertaker wanted to perform such a duty.

So one day, to my mother’s horror, my father came in
to announce that he and Andrew imlay, the shoemaker
naxt door, were going down to remove the bodies from
the house through the window for burial - in the
meantime one of the children had died. This man’s
plight of having 2 dead bodies on his hands, over ruled
any pleas to resist such a decisicn. They could not
stand by with a neighbour in such distress. So to both
family and neighbour amazement, they
went to a window whence Mr. Morgan

When Bill Iveson was about 6 years old he had to
recite at the Methodist New Years concert. He tripped
going up the steps to the platform, and fell flat on his
face. Once he hit, he started to recite, The chairman
stepped forward, picked him up and planted him
upright. He never stopped reciting. He just went off
like an alarm clock. Imagine the reaction of the
audience.

The Pendergrast family lived in a house between the
Catholic church and grist mill on the south side road.
Mrs. Pendergrast was an invalid but she was addicted
to smoking a pipe. She kept a long rope of tobacco
tied to a bottom bedpost. Bill lveson as a boy, driving
the cow to pasture across from the fair grounds,
frequently visited her. He was fascinated with the
manner in which she lit up. Giving the cord a jerk she
pulled the twist of tobacco towards herself, then
skilfully cut 1t, rolled it in her hand, filled the pipe and
then lit up to puff and puff rings of smoke into the
small bedroom.

Mrs. Krupp, wife of a mill owner in the village visited
my Mother very often with her baby. To
keep the child amused, she gave him her

passed out the bodies, each wrapped up
tightly in a sheet and stretched out on a
board. Thence, the remains were taken
to the cemetery for burial. A lonely vigil
but truly an neighbourly act.

On returning home, wash tubs of water
treated with carbolic awaited my Dad in
the drive shed. His clothes were
deposited in bags for burial at the back

watch to play with. My sister, Sadie
kept her eye on the baby who happened
to have a very large mouth and persisted
in putting the watch in its mouth {in
went the watch). Sadie very much
disturbed lest the child would choke
remarked, "0Oh, Mrs. Krupp, he will
swallow it.™ Mrs. Krupp, "Ch, he's safe,
it’s on a chain.”

of the lot. He bathed thoroughly and
donned other clothing. look at it
whatever way you like - either the good Lord approved
their act or it was just plain Lady Luck at their side.

Paddy Burns had a meat van with which he toured the
vicinity selling meat both summer and winter.
Customers were served from the back of the van.
Open doors displayed cuts and scales weighed out
portions, flies or no flies. He was known to have told
some customer who complained of excessive bone in
the meat, "The very first cow | get without bones, I'l
save you a big piece of it.”

Adeline Campbelt, sister of Wm, J. Campbell, was very
musical. She was the organist in the Methodist
church. Mrs. George Blair was very concerned that she
was not entertaining marriage. When the Ladies Aid
were in the process of making a quilt, Mrs. Blair invited
Ad to make a block along with the others. Ad’s
response was somewhat negative saying, 7| never
made a quilt block in my life and I'm not doing it now.”
Mrs. Blair's reaction, "Now Ad, would it not be wise to
fearn and then you’d have a quilt for your hope chest.”
Ad’s reply, "If the good Lord sends me a man, He'll
likely send the quilts too. If not, Ill buy a buffalo.”

e O OO ESS OCOEE OO

Prude York went to my Mother for first aid. She
reported in a jocular way, "I have bats in my belfry.”
Apparently she was being driven almost insane during
the night with a fluttering sensation in one of her ears.
Mother heated sweet oil in a teaspoon over the lamp
chimney flame. This she cooled slightly and poured it
into the ear. Hot water via a syringe was then
administered. Lo and behold, a huge big moth rolled
out. Prude had the night before attempted closing a
door during a summer storm and a moth had entered
her ear. She walked to the village but the doctor was
away so she appealed to my Mother to fill the bill.

* The late Frances veson was a local teacher and historian whose
writings and documentations about her beloved Metcalfe have been
received into the archives of O.T.H.S. :
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GeoBlair . ..« convecaann Furn, Agt. Implements
JA Bouek « o oo o i i Stoves, Tinware
CT. Bradshaw ... .cocaavecnenaraon- Implements
W.C.Cameron .....«euonvvaeaeeesan Flour, Feed
Charles Clark .« . v v o v v it i e i e e i ca e Carpenter
JamesDow . v oo v it i i cnaansnnn Shoemaker
James DOwSer ... .. veevan e innnas Hotelier
JM. Goodwillie . . . . ..o ieeenranenns Grocer
Grant Bro§ . . v v eereaeassannsosnan Pianpmakers
JH Hames .. .-coeeevacnacaaasas General Store
TA HickS © oo eereanasvocnaasssnnns Tuilor
John HIgQins .« oo v v i e v venar oo Shingle Mill
Henry IVesOm . .« o v o v vt v v e menaanan Harness Mkrs
Ms. Fannie Latimer . ... ... cveeeeenas Millinery
Henry McGIrT . . v o v v it enveennn Carriage Maker
Alexander McPherson .. ... .«.-veeeenns Blacksmith
WA Mullins «...vovvsesneeseanansss Butcher
Benjamin O’Connell .. ... ..o nt- Cheesemaker
Andrew RoDinsSom . .« v v v v v v v v avnean Shingle Mill
JL Rolston . ....oivvvennssnnnns General Store
Sidney Latimer ......ccounevarsoens Blacksmith
James SImpsorn . ... oo i e Grocer
Sweeny Michael . .......... PP Boots & Shoes
Union Bank of Canada

Arthur Weaver . « v v e e e o vt s nvvesananean Bakery
Mrs. A, York v v v it e e e rnas General Store

VERNON
pop 250

GW. Acres . v v ivivaennn Agt. Implements
JG. ACres v v i Implements
John R. Campbell .. .....ccuveuns Agt. Pumps
Mrs. AW. Dalglish .. ...c.0veieinsennn Grocer
William Dockstader . . . . v cvvieveneneen Hotelier
James Fraser . . v o v o v v v v aearaancns General Store
Charles GAEHON . .« « o o v o v v s cananvsnn Shoemaker
George Howell . . . Carriage Maker & Veterinary Surgeon
JW.Kennedy ......ccouivnceneienn- Blacksmith
JohnLora ... ..o iuuv et onnnaaas Carpenter
B.S. McConnell ........ccoca-cnn Cheese Factory
W.J Moses & SOT .« i oo v e vnoenccnans Saw Mill
John Phait . . .o v vn e i i enncnnarsnn- Shoemaker
JEK Porteotus ... ...eevvevensssns General Store
J Taylor & S6m . o o v v oo iviev s Cheesemakers

IraAnnable . ... ... nonnean Butcher
Geo. ATTRSITONE o o« o v v v s nneneessnans Tinsmith
JFE ARl .« oottt e Cheesemaker
A AT Cheesemaker
Maklon Bailey . . ..o cvovveeceannnn- Blacksmith
The Bank of Ottawa

AW.Beach ......v00ccueeens Gro., Flour, Feed
Beach Foundry Lid.

MPF BeachLtd. . .......... Saw Mill, Sash & Door
Beach Upholstering & Bedding

William BOW . v« o o o e et v v nnannconsan Stationery
SW.Boyd ... 0ot eeaenenvsassnns Tailor
A Cameron & Co. . .. on v vv e enneenann Tailors
William Campbell . . . .. ... vv e Marble
JF. Cass . vuveeessiasneanossansoses Produce
Alfred A. Casselman . . . .. - . «.coouenn Blacksmith
GH. Challies . v vvveectavnneesssanans Drugs
JE Cook...voeeivennanarsnannsons Grocer
Mrs. Jennle Cratk . ..o oo ii v i e vnnn Millinery
Merrick Durant . .....c.occ.... Pumps & Undertaker
JEEarl ... it nsansnasans Tailor
Frank Elliott .. .. . i v v eeeinnenns Contractor
George EHioft . .....oveveinnennnnn Blacksmith
LA EIS « v oo it iieeienanannennn Cheesemaker
W.G. Fader ......cccieeneeenonans Blacksmith
W.H Fetterly .. ... oo v racaiann: Implements
William Fisher . . . . - - - v v v v s v et anees Butcher
L Flord . v vv e i i envunsnnnannes + .. Grocer
W.I. Fraser ....c.conoeesnnessnns Flour & Feed
Anton Gagnon . ... .....vreossenaesn Shoemaker
William Gardiner . ... ............ Harness Maker
KO.Helmer . ......oveeeeieeres Cigars & Barber
F&FHenderson . .........-. Mens Furng & Shoes
Thomas 8. Irving . . .o v e v e enn Auctioneer
Robert Jemkins . .« v oo v o v v v oo s Carpenter & Joiner
Henry Johnston . ......ccvencueeveaunn Jewelry
Mrs. M. Kendree . ......coeceeeunoans Millinery
JD Laflamme . ......cccceeiecn- General Store
ByronLane ... ...oooviiniiaaaan Printer
Stratford Leason ... .....ccoecveeenna Carriages
McDonald & Suffle . ......c cceeeiiina.n Livery
JA McDougal .........cciiiieenen. Jewelry
David Melvin . . . oo o o e e i v i e e nns Agt. Implements
Allison MOrgam .. ......cocevannnnrenn Lumber
JW.Neshift . ...-cccicivsnenanansrans Pianos
RL Suffle oo viiiminieneineanaennn Harness

NEW PUBLICATION AVAILABLE

We have recently subscribed to a publication entitled
"Canadian Antique Power, " described as "Your Information
Source for Canadian Agricultural Antique Equipment. o
Volume I, No. 1 is dated May/June 1993 and is available in
the archives, as is Vol. I, No. 4 dated Nov/Dec 1993. We
shall try to get the missing volumes in order to provide a
complete set. This is an extremely unique publication and
should be of interest to most of our members.

submitted by Bob Usher

First Prize Dog Power.

51831 'This power can
R be operated by 2
dog, gont or sheep;
yields 25 per cent.
more power {rom a
siven weight of
animal than any
other, and with ad-
justable bridge to
A reguiate the requir-
Ao f ¢d power and mo-

tion, & 30 pound
animal will do the
churning: if youw

L keep a dog make him
M- work his passage.”
The power can be
connected o any
........................ $15.00




ONTARIO VITAL STATISTICS

The Birth Records below are a sample of those
registered in Ontario during the vears 1869-1896.
These records are now available to the Public - free of
charge. Until recently, all records were confidential
and could only be obtained at a cost of $25.00 each.
Because of the continued pressure from genealogists,
the policy of the Registry office has been reversed.
The Mormon Church - L.D.S - has been allowed to
microfilm, first the index and then the actual records of
Births - for the above years. Marriages for the years
1873-1911 and Deaths for the years 1869-1921.

The massive job is now completed ahead of time. The
26 reels of indexes give event, date, place of event and
registration number., This number leads to the full

record found in some 800 reels. The Family History

Centre of the L.D.S. on Prince of Wales Drive, just
north of the Green Valley Restaurant, has bought all
the reels at a cost to them of $5,000. Donations from
researchers will help pay for the service, Photocopies

cost 25 cents each. Their 12 microfilm readers are in
great demand.

The Marriage Records are written three on a page.
Each record gives the ages of the parties, their marital
status, religion, place of residence and place of birth,
the parents’ names, (sometimes the mother’s maiden
name}, witnesses and the name of the Clergy
performing the Ceremony. For example; John PHAIR,
ae 24, bach, Presb., shoemaker born and residing in
Osgoode - son of Wm PHAIR and Jane KITLES (?} - and
Susan SHELDRICK age 23, spinster, residing and born
in Osgoode, Baptist, daughter of Alfred SHELDRICK
and Susan SHELP were married by Rev. Wm. MOORE
August 15, 1873.

Each film has 4 or 5 groups of records arranged by year
and by area. Those for the Carleton area for a given
year do not appear in every reel and a great deal of
time is required to accumulate this vast amount of
priceless information.

submitted by Elizabeth Stuart
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AKES AND FUNERALS

It was an August evening 19068. My father's
mother, Mary Magee who lived with us died very
unexpectedly at dusk. | was young, only in my
sixteenth year, and the obligations of the moment
impressed me. My father immediately hurried to get
our pastor, Father McAuley. | was sent to tell
grandmother’s daughter and family one-half mile west
while my sister took the errand to her son’s place,
Patrick Edmund, the same distance east.

Within the hour 2 close friends were washing
and shrouding the body, a duty performed quietly and
most respectfully. It had to be kept in mind that the
undertaker would not arrive for 3 or 4 hours yet. To
engage him meant a drive of 8 miles to Manaotick by
horse and buggy. This task was assigned to me. |
was accompanied by my cousin who was slso a
grandchild. | have a vivid recollection of arousing Mr,
Bradiey from his sleep.

The rural wake, except in the rare case of a
tragedy, afforded an interlude of social life for the
community. The custom was a 2 night wake. There
was a good reason for the limited duration. The body
was not embalmed and so 2 nights was long enough.
Midnight was the focal point for deciding the length of
the vigil. If the departed one died before 12 o'clock
that night counted as one of the two, in which
circumstance only local friends learned of the death
and were present. Only one evening then was left for
a large attendance. Friends came in numbers to fill
every available space including the large farm kitchen.

These folks signed no register. There was,
therefore, no post-tally by writ of those who had
attended. But they did remain long enough that the
bereaved family would easily recall their presence.
They talked and gossiped, the men pipe-smoked and if
a Catholic wake, the Rosary was recited more than
once. All stayed until a big supper was served
commencing about 11 o’clock. Cold ham, bread and
butter, cheese and pickles were provided by the family.
The rest of the meal consisting of cakes, cookies and
pies were brought in by the generous nearby farm
women. The largest table available was set up, yet the
group had to be fed in relays. It took some few
minutes to arrange the first sitting. All feigned a stiff
reluctance to it. They pretended to require much
pressuring. This behaviour was most beguiling when
it was well recognized that mouths had been watering
throughout the long evening in anticipation of the
sumptuous repast. Just as soon as the feasting
finished nearly all left for home.

Upon arrival, or some time during the evening,
each friend would clasp the hand of every member of
the bereaved family and utter the customary phrase
"Sorry for your trouble.™ If the greeting was hurried or
the salutation somewhat inaudible or mumbled it, it
was only because of the humble or bashful
sympathizer. The words of condolence however
awkwardly orineloguently expressed were nevertheless
very sincere.

A few close male friends - never less than 2
volunteered to remain and "watch” with the corpse
through the remainder of the night. It was considered
an unpardonable act of disrespect to leave the
deceased person alone for one moment. These night
watchers and the b or 6 grave-diggers were looked
upon as truly benevolent intimates of the occasion.

In winter, until the grave-diggers had gotien

. through 2 or 3 feet of frost, the opening of the grave

was a very trying operation. At the wake house many
were the expressions of feeling for them during their
absence. There was great anxiety as to whether they
would get the job done before darkness set in. They
were warmly greeted on their return, given a "swig” of
whiskey and a plenteous warm meal.

tmmediately following a death, the women of
the family scurried to find suitable attire. If they did
not have black dresses, hats and gloves, they bought
them. These mourning garments were worn for one
year during which period, no dances or parties of any
kind were attended. Marriages involving members of
the family were frowned upon until, at least 8 or 9
months had elapsed. The men of the family wore a
broad black tie and a wide band of black crepe on the
left sleeve, to indicate bereavement.

There was an aura of deep gioom about the
funerals of sixty years ago. Notonly were the relatives
in deepest mourning but the hearse was jet black with
four shimmering black tassels on top. The outfit was
drawn by the traditional pair of submissive black
horses. In Catholic churches, the interior was draped
in black and priest’s vestments were black. How odd
it seems now that people who were good christians,
who had faith in God and lived in anticipation of heave
should have viewed deaths with such awe. To say the
least, the attitude wvas inconsistent with their belief.
How much more reasonable and appropriate is the spirit
of hope reflected today! .

Happenings at a burial invariably provided a few
of the curious parish women with feel for gossip. This
was particularly so in the case of a widow. Anxious
absentees were want to ask how did she "take it.”
And unless the poor grieving one cried audibly in
church and sobbed her head off at the grave she was
adjudged cold and without feeling. Any mourning
widow knew she was being scrutinized in those last
moments. Who could blame her for sometimes faking
a performance.

In our time we read "that the profusion of floral
tributes attested to the esteem in which the deceased
was held.” Sixty years ago in the shadow of Ottawa it
was the number of "rigs™ in the funeral procession that
marked the esteem in which the departed one was
held. By this measure | submit that my paternal
grandmother took first place in the Osgoode district.
At her funeral cortege | was sitting in the front seat of
a democrat. | turned in my seat and counted as many
rigs came around the corner off the second concession
onto the McEvoy side road. The number was one
hundred and eleven. There could well be several
reasons; one only | mention here. There was no doubt,
many a father in the cortege who had on occasion
argused grandmother in the depth of the night to
accompany him and preside at the birth of a son or
daughter. Attendance on the day of burial was but a
gesture of warm gratitude. Rural wakes and funerals
at the turn of the century gave conclusive evidence of
a generous community spirit which has all too scon
diminished.

* From the writings of the late Michael Dewan, formerly of Lot 17,
Con. 2 of Osgoode Twp., son of John Dewan and Margaret Shields,
at one time M.P.P (Lib} for Oxford Co. and Agricultural Minister

{1937-43) Retired 1947.
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Acres of land assessed asresident .. ... ...t i i i e 91,043 7/8
Acres of land assessed as non-resident . . . .. ... 0ol i e 110
Acres of land assessed as cultivated ... .......... e e e e e e 41,420 7/8
Acres of land assessed as timber . ... .. o ittt i i e e K361
Acres of land assessed as pastureand waste . . ... .. ittt i e e 44,372
Value of Real EState . . . v i v v v ot vt et vt n v enannnas R $1,508,025.00
Value of personal Property . . o .o v ittt i e e s $7,325.00
Personsrated as reSidents . . . v v o v v v v m v i vt n v nn o an e e e e e e e e 4655
Male personsfrom 21 - B0 . .. ...ttt e e e e 1129
CRIAren from 15 = 2 o« v i i e it et et et s e st e s s e et et m e st s a e ana e 1160
CHIAren from 8 - T4 . . it it i it e e et e s s n s e s et et e s amannena s s s sasae s 1142
Presbyterians . ... ...t nonns 1464 { Births ... ... ... ... ... 86
=3 o P 1194 | Deaths . .............. 53
Methodist . .. v it it e e s s s n st st n s 770 1 Cattle .. .......0cuc... 85b28
1= BBO { Sheep .. ......ciuuvan 3277
Baptists .W v o i ittt st 535 | Hogs ...... 0. 1314
Brethren .o v v i it it m e et n s aannsasansasnanon 9% { Horses ...... v .. o.. 2230
Christian Scientists .« .« v v it e it i i i e 10
Hebrew &« v v vt v et it it ettt emn s m e 5 | Statute Labor . . . ... . ... 4879
Salvation ATMY . . i v vt e v o m e et s s st n b r s s e 1| Steam Boilers ... ....... 33
Orchards . ............. 17
DOOS v v v v s s inennass 649
Bitches .......c.co.... 7
ANNOUNCEMENTS,

» January 4th/94 4jigsithly meeting
Speaker will be Orma Acres Earl who will
speak about her "Travels to Ethiopia™

» HERITAGE DAY - Feb. 12, 1994 at
the Museum beginning at 1:00 p.m.
Displays of old and rare books, sale of old
books. Everyone welcome. Refreshments
served.

» The Museum & Archives will be closed
for the holidays on Dec. 18, 1993. Open
by appointment with a member. Opening
on Saturdays beginning Jan. 15, 1994
from 11:00 to 5:00.

DID YOU KNOW?
MERRY CHRI ST MAS Past records show many fathers and sons sharing

To our m s the same interests, dating back to the adventurous
embers, friends ) John Cabot who was accompanied by his son

and supporters . Sebastian when he made kis formunate landfall in
Newfoundland in 1497. The son afterwards

C T T ) reported that the codfish were so thick off the
& - ‘ : Banks. "they sumtymes stayed his shippes.”
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